
kaleidoscopic KARNATAKA
Presents



AN INSIGHT INTO KARNATAKA’S HISTORICAL  
EVOLUTION 



• The name Karnataka is derived from Karunadu, meaning "lofty
land" or "high plateau," due to its location on the Deccan Plain. The
name can also mean "land of black soil" (Kari - Black; Nadu - Area or
Region) in Kannada.

• The recorded history of Karnataka goes back to the epics Ramayana
and Mahabharatha.

1) The capital of “Vaali" and "Sugriva" referenced in the Ramayana is
said to be Hampi.

2) Karnataka is mentioned in the Mahabharatha as "Karnata Desha."
Historically, the region was also called "Kuntala Rajya.”

BLACK SOIL- SUGARCANE



• During 3rd and 4th century BCE,
Karnataka was part of Nanda and
Maurya Empire. The Brahmagiri
edicts in Chitradurga dated around
c.230BCE belongs to emperor
Ashoka and says of the nearby
region as “Isila”.

• The Kadambas are considered the
earliest indigenous rulers of
Karnataka. Its founder was
Mayurasharma and its most
powerful ruler was
Kakusthavarma.The details about
this old empire is available
through inscriptions like
Chandravalli, Chandragiri, Halmidi,
Talagunda etc.
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• The Gangas first ruled from Nandagiri and then
from Talakad. They were patrons of Jain and Hindu
religions. Durvinitha, Shripurusha and Ratchamalla
were famous rulers. The most famous example of
Ganga architecture is the Gomateshwara in
Shravanabelagola built in c. 983 CE by the Ganga
minister "Chavundaraya".

• The Chalukya empire was established by
Pulakeshin. His son Kirtivarma consolidated and
strengthened the empire. Mangalesha who was a
powerful ruler extended the empire. Their
contribution to architecture include cave temples of
Badami, Aihole, Pattadakal, Mahakoota, etc.
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• The name Rastrakuta is a formal title like Patela, Gowda, Hegade,
Reddy etc. Dantidurga and his son Krishna overtook the empire
from Chalukyas and built a powerful empire on it. During the rule
of Govinda,the empire became more powerful all over the south
and the north. His son Nrupatunga Amogavarsha got immortalised
as "Kavichakravarthi" due to the work of Kavirajamarga. During
c. 914 CE Arab traveller Hassan-al-masood visited the empire. The
world famous Kailash Temple at Ellora is an excellent example for
their architecture.The world famous Kailash Temple at Ellora is an
excellent example for their architecture.
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• After the Rastrakutha came the Chalukya
who ruled from Kalyana. The most
famous among them was the ruler
Vikramadithya 6th. He was responsible
for the setting of new era call "Vikrama
shaka" . An important event that took
place during this period (c. 1150 CE) is the
social and religious movement of
Basaveshwara who was in the court of
Bijjala. The literature that flourished
under Basaveshwara, Allamaprabhu,
Channabasavanna and Akkamahadevi
during this period gave rise to "Vachanna"
in Nadugannada (middle Kannada) which
was simple to understand, elegant and
effective in reaching the people.
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• The Hoysalas were famous for their architecture. The empire was founded by the
legendary person "Sala", who hailed from the village of Sosavur (present-day
Angadi in Chikkamagalur). Once, he accompanied his teacher Sudatta to the
temple of Vasantika. But, a tiger came in their way and tried to attack them. The
master threw a "Khatari" (knife) and exclaimed "Hoy Sala (Hit, Sala)" and he
obediently agreed and mauled the tiger, killing it. The world-famous
Chennakeshava Temple, Belur, Hoysaleshwara Temple, Halebid and
Somanathpura are examples of their architecture.



• The Vijayanagara empire was founded by the duo Harihara and Bukka. The empire was established
during tough times, when Kakatiyas of Warangal and King Kampili of Kummatadurga were killed and
their dynasties uprooted by the Delhi Sultanate. Krishnadevaraya was the most famous ruler of the
empire . After his death in 1530, internal feuds aroise in the royal family. There was no one to hold
the empire stably and crush the rebellions of the vassals. Seeking advantage of this, the Berar
Sultanate, and Sultans of Bijapur, Bidar, Golconda and Ahmadnagar defeated the forces of Aliya
Rama Raya in the battle of Talikota in c. 1565 CE. The Stone Chariot of Vijaya Vitthala Temple (in
Hampi) is an excellent example of Vijayanagar architecture.



• The Bahumani empire was established
due to the conquest of the Muslim
rulers in south India. Muhammad
Gawan was the most famous minister
under the Bahumans. They ruled from
Bidar. They have built many
monuments, like Gol Gumbaz in
Bijapur. Muhammad Ibrahim Adil Shah
built the famous Gol Gumbaz in
Bijapur. Muslim architecture flourished
under their reign but many remained
uncompleted.

• The Mughals, under Aurangzeb finally
defeated Sikandar Adil Shah in 1686,
while the erstwhile Sultan was
imprisoned in Daulatabad Fort, where
he died in 1686, ending the Adil Shahi
Dynasty.

GOL GUMBAZ



SHIVAPPANAYAKA     MAHISHASURA MARDINI    KELADI CHENNAMMA

• The Nayakas of Keladi ruled the Malnad and Karavali (west coast) regions during
the Vijayanagar reign. They successfully repelled the Portuguese and Bijapur
sultans. The most famous among them was Shivappa Nayaka, who had excellent
military and administrative skills. He sheltered Tirumala Nayaka of Vijayanagara
from the Bijapur Sultans. He was famous for his taxation and agricultural systems.
His land taxation system is famous as "Shivappanayakana Shisthu" (Discipline of
Shivappanayaka). An important queen was Keladi Chennamma. She was one of the
first Indian rulers to defy and defeat the Mughal hordes of Aurangzeb. While
sheltering Shivaji's son Rajaram, she employed guerilla warfare and fought with
Aurangzeb's forces. The Mughal emperor himself had to sue for peace with her.



DASARA
• Mysore was previously called "MahishaMandala"

which means region of demon Mahisha. The
demon was killed by goddess in this region and
hence got the name Mysore. The small kingdom
was made into a mighty empire by RajaWodeyar.
They shifted their capital from Mysore to
Srirangapattana.

• The Wadiyar dynasty was a noble family
descended from herders in the Indian subcontinent
that ruled the Kingdom of Mysore from 1399 to
1950, with an interruption. They were a feudatory
house under Vijayanagar Emperor and eventually
took advantage of weakening Vijayanagar
Empire and became free. Raja Odeyar,
secured Srirangapatna in 1610, which was the seat
of the Vijayanagar Viceroy.



• In 1831 CE the British overtook the empire and
appointed the commissioners, who were given the
power to rule on behalf of the British empire. Among
them "Sir Lord Cubbon" was the most important. They
systematically changed the way the empire functioned
and brought in major changes but they continued
some of the older traditions. During this period the
state got divided between Bombay and Madras
provinces, Hyderabad Nijamas and Mysore. It received
its independence in 1947.



• After the Indian independence and partition of the country the states
were reorganised based on the linguistic and other criteria and thus
the divided areas of Kannada speaking population came together to
form the present day Karnataka under the name of Mysore.

• On November 1, 1973, the name Mysore was changed to Karnataka.
The state choose the city of Bangalore as its capital and gave Kannada
the status of administrative language. The Vidhana Soudha build by
Kengal Hanumanthya became the State Parliament House. The Attara
Kachery was made the State High Court.

VIDHANA SOUDHA HIGH COURT




