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Keshav Shankar Pillai, better 
known as just ‘Shankar’, was a 
pioneering figure in the world of 
cartoons.

He began working as a 
cartoonist in 1933 and was an 
active illustrator well into the 
1970s.



Shankar was born in 
Kayamkulam in Kerala on 31 
July 1902. He began cartooning 
as a hobby, but was soon 
discovered by Pothan Joseph, 
the then-editor of Hindustan 
Times, who hired him as a staff 
cartoonist.

During the time he was with the 
newspaper, Shankar caricatured 
everyone from British viceroys to 
Muslim League leader 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah.



Shankar Pillai undertook intense 
year-long training at the Slade 
School of Art in the UK to 
improve his drawings.

After completing his course, 
Shankar returned to Hindustan 
Times and went on to work for 
the newspaper until 1946.



Shankar’s Weekly
After his stint with Hindustan 
Times, Shankar set up his own 
magazine, Shankar’s Weekly in 
1948, modelled on the popular 
British satirical magazine Punch. 
The weekly became the launch 
pad for many subsequent 
renowned cartoonists like 
R.K. Laxman, Narendra, Kevy, 
Bireshwar and many others. 



A children’s publication and a 
doll collector
After the magazine was 
discontinued, Shankar turned to 
other interests — children’s 
books and dolls. He founded a 
publishing company called the 
Children’s Book Trust in 1957, 
which is located on Bahadur 
Shah Zafar Marg in Delhi. He was 
extremely fond of children and 
said, “Why not leave the grown-
ups to themselves for a while? 
Let me try to know children. 

Children are beautiful, unspoilt, 
lovable. They deserve the best of 
everything.”



K. Shankar Pillai set up Children's 
Book Trust, a pioneering work in 
the field of children's literature 
in India, in 1957 and was 
inaugurated by the President of 
India Dr. S. Radhakrishnan. It is 
housed in Nehru House along 
with the Shankar's International 
Dolls Museum.



Today, Shankar’s International 
Dolls Museum, in the same 
building as the Children’s Book 
Trust, has one of the largest 
collections of costume dolls in 
the world.

K. Shankar Pillai founded this 
museum in 1965 with 
thousand dolls.
Today ,the volume has 
increased to 6,500 exhibits 
from almost 85 countries, 
adding to its international 
character.



SHANKAR’S INTERNATIONAL 
DOLLS MUSEUM



The Government of India 
released two postal stamps in 
1991, depicting two of his 
cartoons. He was a member 
of Kerala Lalit Kala Academy. 
He also published an 
autobiographical work, 'Life 
with my Grandfather‘
in 1965, a Children's Book 
Trust publication.



BOOKS BY SHANKAR



Perhaps one of the most 
decorated men in India, 
Shankar was the recipient 
of several awards: 
Padma Shri (1956)
Padma Bhushan (1966) 
Padma Vibhushan (1976)



His illustrious and 
colourful life, full of 
politically incorrect 
cartoons, children’s 
books and dolls, came 
to an end on 26 
December 1989. He 
was 87.
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